Preface

Welcome to the Annual Report of Institute of Medical Science, The University of
Tokyo (IMSUT). The predecessor to IMSUT was founded as a private institution in
1982 under the name “The Institute for Infectious Disease” and incorporated into the
University of Tokyo in 1916. In 1967 our institute was given its present name when
we reorganized it to encompass a wider range of medical sciences in addition to in-
fectious disease, such as cellular and molecular biology, cancer biology, immunology,
genome science, tissue engineering, animal model study, and stem cell biology etc.
Thus, the research spectrum of IMSUT today was formed. The Institute for Infectious
Disease (I.I.D) had been the center for infectious disease research in Asia. From the
beginning scientists in I.I.D carried out both basic research on pathogens and applied
studies to feed their findings back into improved patient care. This tradition has been
passed down to present-day IMSUT; our goal remains discovery through basic re-

search and innovation of medical care through translational research.

This year we launched a new research center, “Center for Stem Cell and Regenera-
tive Medicine” headed by Professor Hiromitsu Nakauchi. We also recruited six tal-
ented young scientists and started the “Frontier Research Initiative” supported by the
MEXT program “Promotion of Independence for Young Investigators”. We also
launched a new initiative to establish the “Center of Education and Research for the
Advanced Genome-Based Medicine” supported by the Global COE program. A num-
ber of new members were recruited this year including Prof. Yuji Yamanashi and

Prof. Osamu Nureki.

This annual report summarizes our scientific achievements of 2008. I sincerely hope
that these achievements will inspire yet further advances, promote worldwide collabo-
rations with our scientists, and ultimately contribute to improved healthcare around

the world.

March 2009
Motoharu Seiki

Dean of the Institute
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