Preface

Welcome to the Annual Report of Institute of Medical Science, The University of
Tokyo (IMSUT). In 2007, we celebrated the 40" Anniversary of our institute since its
renaming from Institute for Infectious Disease (IID) in 1967. The IID was established
in 1892 as a private institute founded by Dr. Shibasaburo Kitasato and incorporated
into the University of Tokyo in 1916. Thus, calculated from the founding of the IID,
2007 was the 115" Anniversary of our institute. The renaming was more than cos-
metic; it reflected the accompanying structural reorganization of the institute that had
gradually grown to encompass a wider range of medical sciences in addition to infec-
tious disease: fields such as cellular and molecular biology, cancer biology, immunol-
ogy, genome science, tissue engineering, animal model study, and stem cell biology
etc. Thus, the research spectrum of IMSUT today was formed. The IID had been the
center for infectious disease research in Asia. Since the institute’s beginning, scientists
in the IID carried out both basic research on pathogens and applied studies to feed
back their scientific findings into patient care. This idea has been handed down by
each generation of medical researchers at IMSUT to the present day and our goal re-
mains scientific discovery through basic research and innovation in medical therapy

through translational research.

This year marked the retirement and departure of four distinguished professors
from IMSUT, namely Prof. Tadaomi Takenawa, Prof. Masashi Shibuya, Prof. Kiyoshi
Takatsu, and Prof. Katsuhiko Mikoshiba. To carry forward the high research tradi-
tions in their place we have recruited two new professors; Prof. Yoichi Furukawa and
Prof. Yoshinori Murakami. Further recruitment is still underway. In addition, we have
educated many postgraduate students, trained postdoctoral fellows, and sent them
out into the world. We also promoted and recruited young scientists to strengthen in-
terdisciplinary research within our institute. And finally we note Prof. Tadashi
Yamamoto’s successful completion of his second term as Dean of IMSUT and Moto-

haru Seiki’s assumption to this position as of April 2007.

This annual report summarizes our scientific achievements for 2007. I sincerely
hope that this issue will encourage and inspire worldwide collaborations with our re-

searchers and that the new findings recounted here will benefit human health.

March 2008
Motoharu Seiki

Dean of the Institute
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