Preface

With its own affiliated research hospital, the Institute of Medical Science, University
of Tokyo is highly active and the biggest biomedical research institute in Japan. This
unique organization, dating back to its inception when Dr. Kitasato established the In-
stitute as Institute for Infectious diseases, tells by itself that the Institute performs
“bed to bench”-type of research, namely translational research. As the dean of this no-
table biomedical research institute of Japan, I am pleased to report our scientific ac-

tivities for the year of 2006.

The purposes of publishing the annual report are multiple. The first is just to clarify
for ourselves what we have done this year. The second is to introduce our activities to
academic society at the international level. And finally, the third is to evaluate
autonomously the activity of each scientist. What we have performed this year adds
one new stratum, one new layer of deposit atop all our past activities, and this new
layer of knowledge in turn should become a base for performing creative and active

research in the years to come.

At the end of fiscal year 2006, four professors are departing the Institute upon
reaching retirement age at the University of Tokyo. They are Drs. Kiyoshi Takatsu,
Tadaomi Takenawa, Masabumi Shibuya, and Katsuhiko Mikoshiba. As documented
in this report, they performed fascinating research in the field of B cell immunology,
lipid signaling and cytoskeleton organization, cancer and angiogenesis, and Ca®" sig-
naling in the central nervous system, respectively. We inherit the fruit of their accom-
plishments and at the same times we will be mindful to recruit scientists who will be-
come as prominent as the four retiring professors. Next year we will miss these pro-
fessors’ pioneering contributions, but I hope to see comparable ground-breaking re-

search published by our rising young professors.

This year, our faculty discussed in great detail about translational research and sys-
tems medical sciences. More concretely, we discussed how to re-stimulate our activi-
ties in translational research and how to create a research system in which huge
amounts of information generated by genomic and proteomic analysis will be inte-
grated into our understanding of life and disease. Although most of the output of re-
search in this direction will be generated in the years to come, the leading wave of

this trend is evident in the research activities on translational research and systems



biomedical science in this report. Needless to say, research activities on infection and

cancer have been productive.

I hope that this year’s annual report, a catalog of the fruit of this year generated by
more than 500 scientists including graduate school students in IMSUT, will stimulate

and encourage further medical scientific achievement.

March 2007

Tadashi Yamamoto

Dean of the Institute
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