Preface

It is our great pleasure to present our Annual Report 2018 for the Institute of Medi-
cal Science, The University of Tokyo (IMSUT). The predecessors to IMSUT was
founded in 1892 as the Institute of Infectious Diseases (IID) by Dr. Shibasaburo Ki-
tasato and incorporated into the University of Tokyo in 1916. In that era, infectious
diseases were the greatest threat to our daily lives and the IID was the center for re-
search into infectious diseases in Asia and a top center for the world, as well.

In 1967, our institute received its present name when we reorganized it to encom-
pass a wider range of medical sciences to meet the demands of modern medical care
after World War II. In addition to infectious diseases, our research areas have now
grown to include cellular and molecular biology, cancer biology, immunology,
genome science, experimental animal disease model research, stem cell/iPS biology,
vaccine development and other related areas. Thus, our current research spectrum
took form and IMSUT gained respect as a research institute focused on medical sci-
ence.

From the IID's very beginning, our scientific forefathers carried out both basic re-
search on pathogens and applied studies to feed their findings back into improved
patient care for the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases. This tradition or
"institutional DNA" has been passed down to present-day IMSUT: our goal remains
discovery through basic medical research and innovation of medical care and preven-
tion through translational research. Reflecting this central paradigm, our affiliated
hospital is an important asset for the execution of our mission of "bench to bed" and
"bed to bench" research immediately within our institute.

In 2017, our institute marked the 125th anniversary of its founding as the IID and
the 50th anniversary of its reorganization and renaming to IMSUT. With an eye to-
ward the future beyond our 125th anniversary, we have been pursuing the initiative
"IMSUT One to Gogo (125/50)," and are working together to transform IMSUT into a
yet more advanced, world-leading research institute in medical science. In 2018, as the
first outcome of this "beyond 125" initiative, IMSUT was authorized as the Interna-
tional Joint Usage/Research Center for biomedical research by the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Culture, Science, Sports and Technology, Japan in 2018.

This annual report summarizes our scientific achievements in 2018. I sincerely hope
that these achievements will inspire yet further advances, promote worldwide collabo-
rations with our scientists, and ultimately contribute to improve health care around
the world.

January 2019

Yoshinori Murakami, M.D., Ph.D.
Dean

The Institute of Medical Science
The University of Tokyo
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