Preface

It is our great pleasure to present our Annual Report 2014 for the Institute of
Medical Science, The University of Tokyo (IMSUT). The predecessor to IMSUT was
founded as a private institution in 1892 under the name of "The Institute for
Infectious Diseases (IID)" by Dr. Shibasaburo Kitasato and incorporated into the Uni-
versity of Tokyo in 1916. In its era, the IID was the center for infectious disease re-
search in Asia and a top center for the world, as well.

In 1967 our institute received its present name when we reorganized it to encom-
pass a wider range of medical sciences. In addition to infectious diseases, our research
areas include now cellular and molecular biology, cancer biology, immunology,
genome science, tissue engineering, experimental animal disease model research, stem
cell/iPS biology, vaccine development and other related areas. Thus, its current re-
search spectrum took form and IMSUT gained respect as a research institute focused
on medical science.

From the IID's very beginning, our scientific forefathers carried out both basic re-
search on pathogens and applied studies to feed their findings back into improved
patient care for the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases. This tradition has
been passed down to present-day IMSUT; our goal remains discovery through basic
medical research and innovation of medical care through translational research. In
other words, the principle of IMSUT is the molecular and cellular understanding of
disease, reproducing the disease by creating novel experimental models and develop-
ing new preventatives and treatments. Reflecting this central tenet, our affiliated hos-
pital is an important asset for the execution of our mission of "bench to bed" and "bed
to bench" research here at the Shirokanedai campus.

In year 2012, our institute marked the 120" anniversary of the founding of the IID,
IMSUT's forerunner, and the 45" anniversary of the reorganization and renaming of
our institute to its current name. With an eye toward the future-and especially 2017-
we have been pursuing the initiative "IMSUT One to Gogo (125/50)," and are working
together under this slogan to harness our shared aspirations and advance our institute
to become the pinnacle of medical science in the world. Thus, our goal is to transform
IMSUT into a yet more advanced, world-leading modern medical science research in-
stitute by the year of our 125" and 50" anniversaries. Our commitment is toward con-
tinuously executing novel and high quality scientific research and innovation in the
field of life science and medicine for the sake of all the people around the world.

This annual report summarizes our scientific achievements in 2014. I sincerely hope
that these achievements will inspire yet further advances, promote worldwide collabo-
rations with our scientists, and ultimately contribute to improved health care around
the world.

March 2015

Hiroshi Kiyono, D.D.S., Ph.D.
Dean

The Institute of Medical Science
The University of Tokyo
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