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The department of oncology and general medicine started in July 2021 taking over
the department of general medicine. The members specialize in medical oncology,
hepatology, cardiology, endocrinology/metabolism. Our aim is to practice total
human medical care including cancer patients in collaboration with other
departments in the IMSUT hospital and conduct clinical research.

1. Treatment of patients with advanced cancer.
Boku N, Baba K

Patients with various, mainly gastrointestinal,
cancers were treated by standard chemotherapy in-
cluding cytotoxic chemotherapy, molecular target
agents, immune checkpoint inhibitors, in combina-
tion with surgery and radiation therapy. The number
of chemotherapy cases has been increasing: 150
chemotherapy regimens for 109 patients in 2024, in-
cluding 55 new patients. With help of the special pa-
tient support team including nurses, pharmacists and
nutritionists, the quality and system of patient care
during chemotherapy has been improved. We en-
rolled 8 patients to 8 prospective multi-institutional
clinical trials (5 patients in 4 clinical trials for new
drug development) (Table). As a result of our in-house
clinical trial, topical steroid could reduce the inci-
dence of hand-hoot syndrome in colorectal cancer pa-
tients receiving adjuvant chemotherapy with capecit-
abine plus oxaliplatin. As a principal investigator, we
are now preparing a multi-institutional randomized

phase III trial comparing topical diclofenac with pla-
cebo for preventing capecitabine induced hand-foot
syndrome, for which we have achieved a grant from
the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Develop-
ment (AMED). This trial is planned to be launched in
April 2025. As a basic research, we investigate the
synergism of molecular target agents based on the
phosphoproteomic analysis for developing new per-
sonalized treatment, for which we have obtained the
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research from Japan Soci-
ety for the Promotion of Science.

2. Multicenter clinical and experimental studies
of muscular dystrophy.

Kimura K

Multicenter clinical studies for patients with mus-
cular dystrophy have been conducted in collabora-
tion with NHO (National Hospital Organization) hos-
pitals; Sendai-nishitaga National Hospital (Miyagi),
Niigata National Hospital (Niigata), Matsumoto
Medical Center (Nagano), Shimoshizu National Hos-
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Table: List of on-going clinical trials

Phase I/II study of S-1 at the dose recommended by the BBT formula in combination with oxaliplatin and
nivolumab for advanced gastric cancer

Randomized phase II trial of trifluridine/tipiracil plus ramucirumab versus trifluridine/tipiracil in previously
treated advanced gastric adenocarcinoma

A phase II study of mFOLFOX6 + Nivolumab as first-line treatment in gastric cancer with severe peritoneal
metastasis

A prospective study of triplet therapy with encorafenib, Binimetinib and cetuximab for early relapse BRAF
V600E-mutated Stage II/III colorectal cancer during or after adjuvant chemotherapy

A randomized phase III study to compare ONO-4538 in combination with ipilimumab, fluoropyrimidine-
and platinum-based chemotherapy versus chemotherapy in advanced gastric cancer

A randomized phase II study to compare ONO-4578 with placebo in combination with nivolumab, fluoropy-
rimidine- and platinum- based chemotherapy with those of the treatment with placebo in combination with
nivolumab and chemotherapy in advanced gastric cancer

A phase 1b/2 study evaluating bemarituzumab in combination with other anti-cancer therapies in advanced

gastric cancer

A phase I study of a recombinant measles virus for Nectin-4 (+) tumor

pital (Chiba), Hakone National Hospital (Kanagawa),
Osaka-toneyama Medical Center (Osaka), Iou Na-
tional Hospital (Ishikawa), Hiroshima-nishi Medical
Center (Hiroshima), Akita National Hospital (Akita),
and Aomori National Hospital (Aomori). Further-
more, we performed several animal experiments us-
ing CRISPR/CAS9 genome-designed rats in collabo-
ration with department of veterinary physiology (The
University of Tokyo), Kobe University (Hyogo), and

National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and
Technology (AIST, Ibaraki). Other animal experi-
ments using dogs, pigs and knockout mice were per-
formed in collaboration with National Center of Neu-
rology and Psychiatry (NCNP, Tokyo). We contribute
to the publication of Japanese clinical guidelines of
Duchenne muscular dystrophy and Fukuyama mus-
cular dystrophy.
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