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| Special Lecture |
£  Ef : R. Michael Linden, Ph.D.

A8 - B4 : Vice President, Gene Therapy
Head, Genetic Medicine Institute
Pfizer Inc.

i @ : Collaborative Path to Genetic Medicines

i & :  To date, gene therapy has mainly been developed in academic
institutions. Exciting accomplishments have been achieved that include a
number of high profile proof-of-concept studies that demonstrated the
feasibility of this re-emerging discipline. The results from such studies
highlight that disruptive genetic medicines are on the horizon for the
potential treatment of conditions such as haemophilia B and other genetic
diseases. However, among the remaining challenges are viable concepts for
the manufacture of clinical grade vectors, the virtual absence of
internationally applied standards for the analytics of viral vectors and
commercial access to the most appropriate vector serotypes in the case of
adeno-associated virus based vectors. To overcome these challenges
collaborative networks are needed that include the strengths of academic
research and the know-how of industrial partners. Pfizer’s Genetic
Medicine Institute is designed to enable such a network in order to pursue
the research and development of clinical gene therapies.
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